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data contributor/owner 2: contact name:
Frances Murray-Hudson contact email:
fmurray-hudson@ub.ac.bw contact institute:
Peter Smith Herbarium, Okavango Research Institute criteria for using this part of the dataset:
The dataset is publicly available (data portal, data archive) and can be used without restrictions, but dataset creator/data contributors must be informed prior to publication. Data must be acknowledged and cited correctly. The dataset is publicly available (data portal, data archive) and can be used without restrictions, but dataset creator/data contributors must be informed prior to publication. Data must be acknowledged and cited correctly. General data specifications regional coverage of the dataset: spatial extent of the dataset: -Step 1 involved the selection of random sites for vegetation sampling. This was based on historic hydroperiod -a flood frequency map derived from remote sensing which assigned a frequency to each pixel. The frequency map was stratified into 5 strata of approximately equal area, and in each stratum 6 sites were selected by randomising the pixel numbers.
-Step 2 involved doing surveys of the vegetation at each site by laying out transects orthogonal to the long axis of each floodplain, and enumerating plant species within 1 square metre quadrats at 20 metre intervals along these transects. Species-area plots from sampling carried out beforehand indicated that a minimum of 25 square metres should be sampled. A minimum of 30 quadrats was thus surveyed at each site. All species in each quadrat were recorded and their relative abundance estimated according to a modified Braun-Blanquet classification. Relative abundance estimates were made by consensus of at least two field surveyors, and a one-day calibration exercise was carried out at the beginning of the field work to ensure consistency. Data entry was done by M. Murray-Hudson, and F. Murray-Hudson into a custom-designed Microsoft Access relational database; reading of field sheets and typing was done alternately, and data were cross-checked with field sheets after all had been transcribed.
